Ch 11:  Interest Groups
Define the terms below.

· Interest group

· Political Action Committee

· Lobbyist

· Free rider problem

· Public good

· Institutional interests

· Membership interests

· Incentive

· Solidary incentives

· Material incentives

· Purposive incentive

· Ideological interest groups
· Public interest lobby

· Think tanks

· Social movement

· Political cue

· Ratings 

· Earmark 

· Grassroots lobbying

· Federal Regulation Lobbying Act

After reading Chapter 11, answer the questions below.

1. Why are interest groups so common in this country?

2. What four factors explain the rise of interest groups?

3. What is the goal of an institutional interest group?

4. How do mass membership organizations get people to join their organizations?

5. From where do interest groups get their money to operate?

6. How does federal money support interest groups?

7. Why is there a belief that interest groups reflect an upper class bias? (provide at least two reasons)
8. Why do social movements arise? What happens when the social movement that inspired an interest group is no longer as critical or the cause as vibrant?
9. What is the key to an interest group’s influence?

10. Why is providing information the most important of all services an interest group can provide?

11. How has the way in which interest groups motivate action by legislators changed over time?

12. Who do lobbyist tend to try to influence / work with?

13. What impact has the increase in the number of PACs had on Congress?

14. In what ways might PAC money influence legislators’ actions?

15. Why do some people believe the “revolving door” is problematic?

16. Why is it difficult to regulate interest groups? When checks has Congress imposed on interest groups and lobbyists?

