Chapter 13:  Congress, Part II
Define the terms below:

· Standing committees

· Select committees

· Joint committees

· Conference committee

· Proxy votes

· Congressional Research Service

· General Accounting Office

· Congressional Budget Office

· Public bill

· Private bill

· Simple resolution

· Concurrent resolution

· Joint resolution

· Multiple referral

· Sequential referral

· Discharge petition

· Closed rule

· Open rule

· Restrictive rule

· Calendar Wednesday procedure

· Quorum

· Quorum call

· Rider

· Christmas Tree Bill

· Cloture rule

· Double-tracking

· Voice vote

· Division vote

· Teller vote

· Roll-call vote

· Pork-barrel legislation

· Franking privilege

After reading Chapter 13 from page 341, answer the questions below:

1. What are the purposes of committees?

2. How are committee chairmen selected?  Why is this position a powerful one?

3. Describe the committed changes made by the “bill of rights” for representatives and senators.  What was the impact of these changes?

4. How has Congressional staffing changed since 1900?  Why has this changed occurred?

5. What types of work do Congressional staffers work on?

6. What factors determine the speed with which a bill may become a law?

7. What is the basic path a bill follows to become a law?

8. What does the Constitution stipulate regarding the raising of revenue (taxation)?  How does this generally impact appropriations?

9. What is the purpose of committee / subcommittee meetings?

10. Why was the practice of multiple referral done away with?

11. If a committee fails to report a bill out to the floor, through what means can that bill still be debated by the committee of the whole?

12. What is the purpose of the rules committee in the House?  What can the House do to by-pass the rules committee?  When might this happen?

13. In what ways is floor debate on the Senate different from that in the House?

14. When are conference committees called?  What is their purpose?

15. If a bill is vetoed by the President, what are the requirements for it to be over-ridden?

16. Why is the franking privilege controversial?  Are the criticisms fair?

17. Why is “pork-barrel” legislation controversial? Are the criticisms fair?

18. What is the purpose of the Office of Compliance?

19. What vulnerabilities did the Continuity Commission point out face Congress in the event of a catastrophic event?  What did the Commission recommend?  Why do you think those recommendations have not been fully carried out?

