Ch 16:  The Judiciary
Define the terms below.

· Judicial review

· Strict constructionist (judicial restraint) approach

· Activist approach

· Constitutional court

· District courts

· Court of appeals

· Legislative courts

· Litmus test

· Federal question cases

· Diversity cases

· Dual sovereignty doctrine

· Writ of certiorari

· In forma pauperis

· Fee shifting

· Plaintiff

· “Section 1983”

· Standing 

· Sovereign immunity

· Class action suit

· Brief

· Amicus curiae briefs

· Per curiam opinion

· Opinion of the court

· Concurring opinion

· Dissenting opinion

· Stare decisis

· Political question

· remedy

After reading Chapter 16, answer the questions below.

1. Why does Congress care about who is appointed to judgeships?

2. How do the courts affect policy?

3. What is the traditional view of the role of the courts?

4. Describe the evolution of the courts through the three historical eras.

5. Describe and explain FDR’s attempts to pack the court.  Why did he do this?

6. Since 1992, in what ways has the court protected the rights of states?

7. Describe the structure of the federal courts.

8. What role does Senatorial Courtesy play in the appointment of justices?

9. Why is the litmus test controversial? Why is it used?

10. When both a state and federal court have jurisdiction, how is it decided which court will hear the case?

11. What is the procedure to get the Supreme Court to hear and appeal?

12. Under what conditions is the Supreme Court likely to hear an appeal?

13. What role do interest groups sometimes play in court cases?

14. How does the Brown case represent an example of a class action suit?

15. What is the job of the Solicitor General?

16. What processes does the Supreme Court use for gathering information and deciding cases?

17. Why is the principle of stare decisis important?

18. How does vague language contribute to the activism by the courts?

19. What checks does Congress have on the judicial branch?

20. What impact does public opinion have on court justices?

