Chapter 2:  The Constitution

Directions:  As you read Wilson’s Chapter 2, define the following terms on flashcards or Quizlet:  

· Unalienable

· Articles of Confederation

· Constitutional Convention

· Shay’s rebellion

· Virginia plan

· New Jersey plan

· Great (Connecticut) Compromise

· Republic

· Judicial review 

· Federalism

· Enumerated powers

· Reserved powers

· Concurrent powers

· Checks and balances

· Separation of powers

· Faction

· Federalists

· Antifederalists

· Coalition

· Writ of habeas corpus

· Bill of attainder

· Ex post facto law

· Three-fifths rule

· Line-item veto

Then, answer the following questions.

1. Why did some colonists believe that the only way to ensure their liberty was through independence?

2. What fundamental “natural rights” were the colonists fighting for?

3. What did John Adams believe the real Revolution to have been?

4. Describe the Articles of Confederation.  What were its weaknesses?

5. For what purpose was the Constitutional Convention convened?

6. Describe the Pennsylvania government.  What problems did Madison find in it?

7. Describe the Massachusetts government.  How did Shay’s rebellion demonstrate its weaknesses?  

8. What was the delicate problem regarding order and liberty did the framers face when creating a government to replace the Articles of Confederation?

9. Describe the Virginia plan.

10. Describe the New Jersey plan.

11. Describe the Great Compromise.

12. What additional issues were resolved before the Constitution was submitted for debate?

13. Why did the framers create a republic rather than a pure democracy?

14. What are the two major principles on which American Representative Democracy is based?

15. What are the two methods for amending the Constitution?

16. What did Madison argue in the Federalist Papers #10 and #51?

17. What protections of liberty were written into the Constitution prior to the addition of the Bill of Rights?

18. Why did the framers not originally include a Bill of Rights?

19. How and why was the Bill of Rights created?

20. What are the three provisions that address slavery in the Constitution?

21. How has the interpretation of the word equality changed over time?

22. What do those who argue that the national government is too weak, view the problem to be?

