Ch 4:  American Political Culture
Define the following terms:

· Political culture

· Political subculture

· Political ideology

· Civic duty

· Civic competence

· Work ethic

· Class consciousness

· Orthodox 

· Progressive

· Political efficacy

· Internal efficacy

· External efficacy

· Political tolerance

As you read the chapter, answer the following questions:

1. Why did de Tocqueville believe our form of government has been successful in our nation, when it has not been successful elsewhere?

2. What are the five elements Americans believe are an important part of a political system?

3. How do political scientists know that these are American political values?

4. Why has there been so much political conflict in our nation?

5. What economic values do Americans share?

6. How are Americans beliefs and actions towards civic duty and civic competence different from those in other western nations?

7. How does the U.S. citizens’ religiosity compare to other nations?  How does that influence politics?

8. What contributes to Americans traditional distrust of authority?

9. What influence has our being a multi-religion nation had on our politics?

10. How is political culture transmitted from one generation to the next?

11. Why has it increased in voracity?

12. What observations can be made about Americans trust in their government institutions v. their political leaders?

13. What observations can be made about Americans beliefs surrounding political efficacy?

14. Describe the levels of political tolerance in America – how does it change with those who have authority?

15. What protects liberty from political intolerance?

