Ch 7:  Public Opinion
Define the following terms:

· Public opinion

· Gender gap

· Poll

· Random sample

· Sampling error

· Exit polls

· Political socialization 

· Elite 

· Liberal

· Conservative

· Political ideology

· Plurality 

· Pure liberals

· Pure conservatives

· Libertarians

· Populists

· Political elite

· norm

As your read the chapter, answer the following questions:

1. What reasons are suggested for why government policy often appears to conflict with public opinion?

2. Why might opinion polls not provide us with “correct” information?

3. What influences the development of an individual’s political ideology?

4. In what ways does religion influence political ideology?

5. In what ways does gender influence political ideology?

6. In what ways does education influence political ideology?

7. In what ways does social class influence political ideology?

8. In what ways does race influence political ideology?

9. How do political scientists measure political ideology?

10. How has the definition of liberal and conservative changed over time?

11. Why is it often difficult for Americans to identify with a particular ideology?

12. How are the political elite different from the majority of Americans?

13. In what ways do the political elite influence public opinion?

