AP Government Midterm Review Guide
Unit 1:  Constitutional Underpinnings & Federalism

· Locke, Montesquieu, and Rousseau

· Natural rights

· Consent of the governed

· Social Contract

· Direct democracy

· Limited government

· Power of the purse

· Declaration of Independence

· Articles of Confederation (in particular its weaknesses)

· Shay’s Rebellion

· New Jersey Plan

· Virginia Plan

· Great (Connecticut) Compromise – (and the basics of each Article within the Constitution)

· Three-Fifths Compromise

· Federalists

· Antifederalists

· Federalist Papers (in particular 10 & 51)

· Bill of Rights (memorize all of the Amendments)

· Federalism

· Dual federalism (layer cake federalism)

· Cooperative federalism (marble cake federalism)

· Creative federalism

· New federalism

· Judicial review

· Marybury v. Madison

· Representative democracy 

· Inherent powers

· Delegated powers / Enumerated powers

· Implied powers (elastic clause, Necessary & Proper Clause)

· Reserved powers (Amendment 10)

· Concurrent powers

· Loose construction

· Strict construction

· Full faith and credit clause

· Supremacy clause

· McCulloch v. Maryland

· General Welfare clause

· Writ of habeas corpus

· Ex post facto

· Bills of attainder

· Commerce clause

· Categorical grants

· Block grants

· Separation of powers

· Checks and balances

· Veto

· Override

· Amendment

· Ratify

· Bicameral legislature revenue sharing

· Amendment process

· Informal amendments

Unit 2:  Voter beliefs and behaviors

· Public opinion

· Random sampling

· Exit polls 

· Gallup poll

· Focus groups

· Push polling

· Sound bites 

· Bandwagon effect

· Coattails 

· Political socialization

· All the demographic information that influences how a person votes (age, race, ethnicity, socio-economics, religion, education, city, suburban v. urban dweller, region of the country)

· Liberal ideology

· Conservative ideology

· Libertarian ideology

· Progressive ideology

· Salience of a belief

· News media

· Horse race journalism

· Watch-dog journalism

· Lap-dog journalism

· Public agenda

· FCC

· Voter Rights Act of 1965

· Literacy tests

· Poll taxes

· Grandfather clause

· Gender gap

· Motor-voter Act

· Political efficacy

· Civil Rights Act of 1964

· Americans with Disabilities Act 

Unit 3: Political parties, Elections & Interest Groups

· Political parties (roles, responsibilities)

· Shape political agenda

· Two-party system

· Effect of third parties

· Primary elections

· Caucus

· Bolter parties

· Doctrinal parties

· Single-issue parties

· Independent candidates

· Platform

· National convention

· Party building activities

· Soft money

· Hard money

· Split-ticket voting

· Straight ticket voting

· Office block ballots

· Party dealignment

· Party realignment

· Nominations

· General elections

· Closed primary

· Open primary

· Blanket primary

· Plurality

· Runoff primary

· Incumbents 

· Challengers

· Midterm elections

· Presidential elections

· Super-delegates

· Federal matching funds

· Super Tuesday

· Front-loading

· Brokered conventions

· Winner-take-all system

· Mandate 

· Divided government 

· Critical election

· Coalition

· Federal Election Campaign Act

· McCain-Feingold Act

· Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995

· Disclosure 

· Citizens United v. FEC

· FEC

· Political action committees

· Interest groups (ways they influence government)

· Major examples:  NRA, Sierra Club, AARP, NAACP, AMA

· 527 Groups

· Lobbyists

Unit 4:  Congress

· Requirements for serving

· Article I, Section 8

· House of Representatives (distinct powers)

· Senate (distinct powers)

· Trustee v. delegate role

· Congressional specialization

· Appropriations

· Ways & Means Committee

· Sponsoring a bill

· How a bill becomes a law

· Mark up

· Germaine amendments

· Riders and Christmas trees

· Party polarization

· Gridlock 

· Lame-duck session 

· Grid-lock

· Log-rolling

· Census

· Reapportionment

· Gerrymandering

· Congressional district

· Legislative oversight

· House Rules Committee

· Closed rules

· Open rules

· Filibuster

· Cloture

· Earmarks / pork-barrel spending

· Conference committee

· Standing committee

· Joint committee

· Select committee

· Role of Committee Chairs

· Pocket-veto

· Pigeonhole

· Discharge petition

· Speaker of the House

· President pro tempore

· Majority leader

· Minority leader

· Party Whips

· Congressional caucuses

· Congressional Budget Office

· Congressional Research Office

· General Accountability Office

