Free (or cheap) Classroom Resources:

Technology in the classroom can be expensive! Here are some free (or cheap) tools to help you incorporate technology into your classroom and still stick to a budget. Sites with a “(” in front of them are our favorite.
Web Page WizzyWigs & Publishing:

· (Netscape Composer (part of Netscape browser); requires access to a web server for publishing.

· Free Web Server Access (all place banner ads on the web pages.):

· Angelfire -- Free with up to 20 MB of storage space.

· (Tripod – Free with up to 20 MB of storage space

· ZeroCatch – Free up to 100 MB of storage space, but no one file may be more than 1 MB.

· Listing of additional sites offering free web hosting

Assignment Postings:

Basic on-line classroom features:  Post class announcements, upload/download documents, post hyperlinks, hold asynchronous discussions without the banner or pop-up ads.

· (The Internet Classroom Assistant 

· School Notes – posts only announcements and 20 hyperlinks.

· YourHomework.com 

Low cost sites:*

· eBoard -- $39/month; posts announcements/assignments, attachments, image files, hyperlinks, discussion board.

· Homework Now -- $39/year; posts announcements and hyperlinks.

· My Class -- 2 plans ($6/month & $9/month) with a variety of features depending on the plan selected.

*If a free trial is offered, always take advantage of the trial period before purchasing access to one of these sites.  Both free and low-cost sites that are hosted on a public (rather than a school) server can be slow, especially during peak school hours. 

Grade Book Programs:

· (OnlineSchoolReports.com – Free gradebook software; class setup and grade entry is easy; student reports open through Microsoft Word.

· Easy Grade Pro – both Mac & PC versions; $48 for a single user license.

· If you use Microsoft Excel to compute your grades, you might want to look at A List of Online Resources for Excel Gradebooks for tips on using Excel for grade computation.
Plagiarism Prevention:

· MyDropBox.com 

· Turnitin – Perhaps the best known plagiarism detection software on the market.

· Eve2 -- $19.99; works on Windows operating systems.

Bibliography Generators:

· EasyBib – free; MLA and APA bibliography composer.

· SourceAid – free; MLA, APA, CMS, CSE (annotated) bibliography composer.

Photo Editors:

· Picasa 3 – free from Google

· PicPerk 4.1 – $9.99, good as a basic photo editor (cropping, resizing, adjusting brightness and contrast); not useful for creating graphics.

· (VicMan Software  -- Fantastic tutorials.  Edit photos and create graphic images.  Does all the basics easily!

Audio/Video Players

· RealOne
· (Quicktime
· Windows Media Player
· WinAmp
Electronic White Boards:  These are never cheap!  However, depending on your school’s budget, there are different products out there you may want to investigate.

· Mimio – cost: $599.95

· Electronic Portable White Board by Provantage – Attaches to any regulare white board; cost:  $709.06.

· Smart Technologies Inc.
· Panasonic's Panaboard – cost, depending on the model:  $2495.00-$3695.95.
