Creating Basic Web Pages 

with Netscape Composer
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Downloading the Software
Netscape Composer is part of a larger software suite called Netscape Communicator.  To download Netscape Communicator, go to: http://browser.netscape.com/releases
· From the options, choose Netscape 7.2 Suite and follow download instructions.

Working with Images

Saving Images on the Internet

First, create a folder in your computer for your web page.  Save all pictures and the web page(s) in this folder.  When you upload your web page, you will need to upload all of your images along with your web page.  BEWARE:  If you do not save your images and it’s corresponding image files in the same folder, and you use Composer, the pictures will not appear in the webpage!

To save an image found on the Internet:

1. Right click on the image.

2. Select Save Picture As….
3. Save the image/picture in the folder where you will save your web page.

Scanning Images

1. Scan the image.

2. Go to File, Save as.

3. Give the file a recognizable name and choose Save as jpeg (in Adobe Photoshop, this option is found in the pull-down menu under the box where you type the file name).

4. If you’re having difficulty, see me or see Mr. Daum in the library.
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Creating a Web Page

Creating a New Page

Launch Netscape by double clicking on the Netscape icon on your desktop.  This will open a connection to the Internet.  From the task bar, click on the Window pull-down menu and select Composer.  This will launch Composer and open a blank web page on the screen.

Understanding the Tool Bar
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Composer is a WYSIWYG (pronounced Wizzy Wig), which means it operates like a word processing program.  Notice the buttons on the tool bar.  The buttons all perform the same task as they perform in Word.  Therefore, they should be easy to use.  To enter text, type in the white “document” portion of the window, just as you would in Word.

Formatting the Web Page
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To change the color of the background, text, and links, click on the Format pull-down menu.  Notice all of the options available to you.  Again, these are very similar to the options in Word.  First, select the Page Title and Properties option.  This will open up the Page Properties window.
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In the Page Properties window, enter in the title of your web page (this will appear in the blue title bar on the Internet when someone opens the page), your name as the author, and then a brief description of the purpose of the web page in the description box.  Then, click the OK button.
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Again use the Format pull-down menu, this time to select Page Colors and Background.  A Page Colors and Background window will appear on the screen.  Default colors will be selected.  Click on Use Custom Colors, so that the page appearance can be modified.  Once Use Custom Colors is selected, the color boxes below it will be activated.  To change the color of any of the options, click on the colored box next to it.  This will open up a color window like the one on the next page.  Once you have selected all of your colors, click OK.  One tip, use contrasting colors.  If a dark colored background is used, use a light colored text and visa versa.  
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To select a color, click on it.  Then, click the OK button.  

Adding an Image
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To add an image, click on the Image button on the tool bar. This will open the Image Properties window.
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From the Image Properties window, click on the Choose File button.  This will open the Select Image File Window.
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Use the Look in pull-down menu to locate the picture to be inserted.  Click on the image once to highlight it.  Then, click the Open button.  This will take you back to the Image Properties window.
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The path to the file will now be visible in the Image URL box of this window.  DO NOT alter this.  Simply click the OK button.  The image will now appear in the web page.

Formatting an Image

Sometimes when an image is inserted into a web page, it is either too large or too small, and it is a good idea to keep all of the images used the same size, as it will make your page look more professional.  To do this, it may be necessary to format an image.
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To format an image, once it is inserted into the web page, right click on it.  A pop-up menu will appear.  From this menu, select Image Properties.
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From the Image Properties window, click on the More Properties button.  This will bring up additional options previously hidden on this window.
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Two useful options found on the lower portion of this extended window are the dimensions and alignment features.  To change the size of the picture, click on Custom Size in the Dimensions box on the right side of the window.  Then, type the new width and type the tab key on the keyboard.  This is important, as Composer will adjust the height to match the width entered without distorting the image.  On the left side of the window is the Align Text to Image pull-down menu.  By choosing the appropriate option, you may choose to type next to the image rather than simply below it.  Once all of the changes have been made, click the OK button.

Adding a Link

To add a link, first type the text on the web page which will be linked to a new URL.  Highlight the text that will become a hyperlink.
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Once the text is highlighted, click the Link button on the toolbar.  This will open the Link Properties window.

In the Link Properties window, type the URL (otherwise known as the web address) of the page to which this page will be linked.  Once entered, click the OK button.  The originally highlighted text will now be a different color and underlined, noting it links to the URL just entered.  It is always a good idea to test all links to make sure they work!

Saving the Web Page

Saving a web page is similar to saving any other document.  

To save the web page, click on the File pull-down menu and select Save as.  This will open the Save Page As window.  

Use the Save in pull-down menu to save the web page in the web page folder created early on.  Type the name of the file in the File name box.  Verify the Save as type box says “HTML Files.”  If it does not, use the pull-down menu to choose “HTML Files.”

It is wise to save your page early in the creation process and to re-save it often.  This way, if your computer crashes, you do not lose all of your work.


Congratulations!  You now have the skills to create a basic web page!  

Be creative and have fun!
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