Chapter 8:  Political Participation
Define the following terms on flashcards:

· Political participation

· Voting age population

· Registered voters

· Motor-voter law

· Literary test

· Poll tax

· Grandfather clause

· White primary

· Voting Rights Act of 1965

· Voting Rights Act of 1970

· Australian ballot

· Activists

As you read, answer the following questions:

1. Name five different ways a citizen can participate politically that does not include voting.

2. What efforts must states make to make it easier for citizens to vote?

3. What percentage of Americans vote in Presidential elections?

4. What are the two ways of calculating voter turner out?  How do U.S. voter participation rates change depending on the method used?

5. How do the offices Americans vote for differ from citizens in many European nations?

6. What are the possible explanations for why voter registration is so low in the U.S.?
7. What is no-fault absentee voting? What has its effect been?

8. Was motor-voter an effective law?  In what ways has it impacted the two-party system balance of registration?  Registration of independents?

9. What was the only original provision in the Constitution regarding voting?  In what ways did this allow the state laws regarding voting to differ?

10. What was the Supreme Courts original interpretation of the 15th Amendment?  In what ways did that interpretation allow states to discriminate against African American voters?

11. When did women get the right to vote?  How was their experience different from that of African Americans?

12. Why was the 26th Amendment to the Constitution necessary?  What did it change?

13. How do the 18-20 year old voting rates compare to the rest of the population? 
14. What are the national standards that govern voter eligibility?

15. Describe the two views that attempt to explain the decline in voter turn out.

16. In what ways did the adoption of the Australian ballot impact the U.S. electoral process?

17. Why has there been a push to create voter identification laws? Why are critics opposed to these laws?

18. What are the two most common demographic features of non-voters?  If they all turned out to vote, what would be the likely impact on the election?

19. List and define the six forms of political participation.  Which one do you think best describes you?

20. What resources increase voter participation?

21. Beyond resources, what factors encourage citizens to vote?

