Chapter 14:  Forging the National Economy
Identification:  People & Terms

· Ralph Waldo Emerson
· Rendezvous system

· Ecological imperialism

· George Caitlin

· Molly Maguires

· Know-Nothing Party

· Samuel Slater

· Factory system

· Industrial revolution

· Eli Whitney

· Elias Howe

· Isaac Singer

· Samuel Morse

· Commonwealth v. Hunt

· Cult of domesticity

· Deere’s Steel Plow

· McCormick’s Mower-Reaper

· Lancaster Turnpike

· National (Cumberland) Road

· Robert Fulton

· The Clermont

· Dewitt Clinton

· The Savannah

· Market economy

Chapter 14 Focus Questions:
1. What was life like for most pioneer families?
2. Why did Americans want/ need to go west?  How did they make their living when they got there?

3. What was their impact on the environment?

4. Describe the change in population from 1790-1860.

5. Why did so many Irish emigrate to the U.S.?  What were their living and working conditions like when they arrived?

6. Why did Germans emigrate to the U.S.?  Where did they (mostly) settle?  Why was their experience often easier than that of the Irish?

7. Why did nativists discriminate against the Irish and Germans?  What kind of “reforms” did nativists want enacted?

8. Why did the industrial revolution come to America later than to England and Western Europe?

9. What were the short and long term results of Whitney’s cotton gin?

10. What were the conditions like for “wage slaves”?  As they received the right to vote, what reforms did they demand?

11. Describe the battle between labor and owners in the 1830s and 1840s.

12. What opportunities became available to women?  

13. How did the demographics of families change in the mid 1800s?

14. How did agriculture change in the 1830s?

15. How did new methods of transportation change the nation?  Why did many fight providing federal funding for this revolution?

16. What were the economic impacts of the canal systems?

17. How did the new technology and transportation change the economic balance of the nation?
