Chapter 40:  Resurgence of Conservativism

Identify the following terms:

· Neo-conservatives

· Proposition 13

· “boll weevils”

· Reaganomics

· Strategic Defense Initiative/ Star Wars

· Sandinistas

· Mikhail Gorbachev

· Glasnost & Perestrokia

· Contra rebels (look them up)

· Moral majority

· Sandra Day O’Connor

· START II

· Americans with Disabilities Act

After reading Chapter 40, answer the following questions:

1. Describe the “New Right.”

2. What led to Reagan’s victory over Carter?

3. What did Reagan view as the problems with the U.S. budget / government?  How did he plan to fix these problems?

4. Explain the theory of supply side economics.

5. Describe the immediate effect of Reagan’s supply-side approach to economics on the U.S. economy.

6. What led to a budget deficit of almost $200 billion in the 1980s?

7. What was Reagan’s strategy for dealing with the Soviet threat?

8. Why did Reagan send U.S. Marines to Lebanon?

9. In what ways did Reagan support the pro-American El Salvador government?  Why did he do this?  

10. What led to the end of the Cold War?

11. What did Reagan want Congress to do for the Contra rebels that Congress refused to do?

12. Iran-Contra:

a. What did Reagan secretly sell to Iran?

b. Why did he do this?

c. What was the result?

d. What was the money from the sales used for?

e. What happened to Reagan’s aides who participated in the scandal?  

f. How was Reagan perceived after the scandal?

13. What impact did Reaganomics have on the debt?  Social programs?  Equitable income distribution?

14. Describe the Tiananmen Square protests and subsequent massacre.  What was the U.S. response to these actions?

15. What changes occurred in Eastern Europe and in the U.S.S.R.?

16. Why did the fall of communism threaten the U.S. economy?

17. Why did Saddam Hussein invade Kuwait?

18. What was the U.N.’s response?  What was the U.S.’s role in the response?

19. What made the war against Iraq potentially horrifying?

20. What was Schwarzkophf’s strategy for the war?

21. What issues were damaging to Pres. Bush’s political health?

